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war, class die Staaten, auf ihre Souveranitat pochend, Rechte fiirsich in 
Anspruch nahmen, so geht der Grundzug des modernen Volkerrechts 
dahin, dass die Staaten, in Erkenntnis der Solidaritat ihren Interessen, 
Pflichten anerkennen, Pflichten gegeniiber den anderen Staaten, Pflich- 
ten gegeniiber der Volkerrechtsgemeinschaft." 

Frederick C. Hicks. 



Volkerrecht. By Dr. E. Von Ullmann. (Tubingen: J. C. B. Mohr. 
1908, viii, p. 555.) 

The work before us is a thoroughly rewritten and expanded edition of 
the author's treatise which was published in 1898. It has been brought 
down so as to include the results of the second Hague conference and the 
results for international law of the recent wars. The important litera- 
ture of international law, almost in its entirety, has been made use of 
by the author and his book represents a complete though concise state- 
ment of the present state of international law. 

The author bases international law, not on sovereignty, but on the fact 
of international community. As the solidarity of interests which 
civilized states have in common becomes more clearly expressed, inter- 
national law grows in extent and definiteness and in actual compulsion. 
The question as to whether a positive international law exists, he solves 
not on the basis of any narrow uristic criteria, but by developing the 
idea that the community interest which has grown up among civilized 
nations cannot exist without norms which are, as a matter of fact, lived 
up to. That a definite judicature and execution does not as yet exist 
with respect to international law does not change its character, as many 
parts of constitutional law which are admittedly juristic also lack enforce- 
ment- by tribunals. The author makes the point that the state of the 
highest development of national law should not be taken as the sole 
criterion as to what constitutes law and legality. 

But while the author thus occupies an advanced position in building 
his system upon the necessary community between nations and the 
interests which bind them together, he is thoroughly positive in his 
method. The natural law construction of earlier writers he has entirely 
abandoned, and while his treatment discusses in every case the rational 
implications of a doctrine, in his statement of conclusions as to existing 
law, his work rests upon a basis as positive as that of such writers as 
Hall. While his general point of view is, of course, the Continental one, 
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he is by no means one-sided or national in the principles he announces. 
Aside from the general excellence of this work, there are many other 
notable features. Attention is centered upon the normal relations 
between states, to the activities of diplomatic agents, congresses and con- 
ferences, the conclusion and enforcement of treaties, and especially 
the administration of the solidary interests of a cultural and economic 
nature of all the civilized powers. From the reading of a book like this, 
one rises with an entirely different and indeed much higher conception of 
international law from that conveyed by so many of the standard treatises 
which in the part relating to peace deal only with formal matters, such 
as the nature of the state, state succession, sovereignty, etc. The book 
before us is rich in its material upon international activities in time of 
peace, and bears in upon us strongly the impression of the constant rela- 
tions and normal activities through which nations from day to day, year 
out, year in, act as members of a great, stable and permanent society. 
The work is divided into eight books, seven of which deal with the rela- 
tions of peace, and only one, occupying about one-fifth of the volume, 
with international conflicts. The law of war, itself, which in the older 
treatises constituted the main body of doctrine, has shrunk into the 
modest dimensions of 80 pages out of 546. What a great Spanish writer 
prophesied has here already come to pass, in that the law of war has 
been reduced almost to the relative position with regard to the whole of 
international law as that which is held by criminal law in the legal sys- 
tem of a nation. 

The positive method of the author does not preclude a very clear per- 
ception of the fact that international law is undergoing a process of evo- 
lution. The manner in which the author has been able to indicate this 
growth and development in contemporary international law is one of the 
chief merits and charms of his work. As a statement from the highest 
point of view of science, of the present state of international law, the 
work of Professor von Ullmann is of the greatest value; but it is also a 
most useful handbook both for study and for reference, in which respect 
it may be compared to the excellent manual by Henry Bonfils. 

Paul S. Reinsch. 

La vie politique dans les deux mondes. Edited by M. Achille 
Viallete. Second volume. (Paris: Alcan. 1909. Pp. 628.) 

The prompt appearance of the second volume of La vie politiques 
duns les deux mondes, edited by M. Achille Viallete, will be welcomed 



